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Member’s Corner...
Getting to Know Shamim Formoso
    Most of our members have had the pleasure of meeting Shamim Formoso. Shamim is a huge asset to
our Bridge Center. She has volunteered to assist our newer players and advocate for them. She is the
quiet force behind helping everyone to always utilize the PLAY NICE guidelines in everyone’s game.
      Shamim was born in India, in the state of Gujarat, the same birth-state as Mahatma Gandhi. In fact, her entire family was very close to
the Mahatma. Her family spent a number of years with Gandhi, throughout the famous Salt Marches (acts of civil disobedience against the
British monarchy) and his imprisonment; breaking with the British Raj to gain to India’s independence. These well documented in the
Gandhi museum. Shamim considers herself fortunate to be raised across from his home and interact with national and international
dignitaries who visited the area years after his death. *
      Shamim’s high school, C. N. Vidayvihar was founded by a famous poet and philosopher who adopted Gandhi-an principles. Academic
rigor with art, culture, and social justice were the key pillars of this school. It has remained a top performing school in India for decades.
     In the 1970’s it was a trend for students to aspire and attend college in the United States. Shamim too followed the trend and settled on
the University of Wisconsin at Madison. She selected UW for it’s Physics and Mathematics programs as well as due to a large southeast
Asian population. Some of her friends from high school chose UW as well. With $300 in total, she began her life in the U.S. She graduated
with a double major in Physics and Mathematics in 1978.  
Coming from Gujarat, with it’s hot, dry climate, the Wisconsin winters were challenging. When Shamim decided to attend grad
school to further her education she chose engineering. The University California Santa Cruz, with the mild climate and beautiful
campus enticed her to enroll in the computer engineering program. Shamim found the program challenging. Her Silicon Valley
classmates were already familiar with writing code, developing and implementing it. Her very first assignment to design a four way
traffic signal using Pascal format, gave her irresolution about her choice of programming. Thankfully, her mathematics background
came to the rescue. Shamim graduated from UCSC in 1981, with a degree in Computer Engineering and a list of companies ready
with job offers.
     Shamim’s first job was at Intel. Then she was recruited by SCO (Santa Cruz Operations) in 1982. At SCO, she climbed the ladder to levels
of senior management including as a vice president and then to a thriving career at Cisco Systems in 1998 overseeing large mergers and
acquisitions. She retired in 2009. 
     Shamim met her partner Tony while working, at SCO. They have been married for thirty-five years. Shamim has lived in Santa Cruz since
1978.
     Most of us have played cards throughout our lives. Shamim had never been introduced to playing cards until about six or seven years
ago. She didn’t know the suits let alone the number values of the cards. One Christmas season, she and Tony were invited to enjoy dinner
with the Wainers and the Hartmanns. Shamim and their hostess, Denise, were in the living room while the others gathered around a table
and to play bridge. Shamim was intrigued. She had never seen card play before let alone speaking in a card ‘code’. She found this amazing.
The foursome were laughing and giggling and having a grand time. The following week Nancy Wainer told Shamim she would be starting a
beginners bridge class in January (2020). Two classes were held in January 2020 when COVID closed our Bridge Center down. Nancy
taught the remaining classes online utilizing BBO.
   Shamim has been playing bridge and a member of our bridge club for six years.  
 
    Shamim is happiest playing bridge and bonding with new friends. “I’m a people person”, she says. “I really like learning from mistakes”.
Her favorite part of bridge is bidding. Bidding has a protocol to communicate like coding the computer, the more precise the bid, the
clearer it is to your partner.
    Shamim’s advice to beginners: Celebrate successes and learn from mistakes. 
    The funniest experience for Shamim was quite recently at a local tournament in Palo Alto. Tony and she found themselves playing
against a ten year old and an eight year old. Shamim was declarer and the youngsters were defending. She won the trick in her hand, but
then called for a card from the dummy, rather than playing it from her hand. The eight year old piped up, “I can call the director because
you are incorrectly calling for a card from dummy but I will let it go this time…. ”
Out of the mouths of babes.
*author’s note:   From this interview felt I needed to learn more about Ghandi.  If  you are interested as well Wikipedia documents his life and struggles for
Indian independence very well :  https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Mahatma_Gandhi

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahatma_Gandhi
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Do you need a quick review with a partner or have a new convention you want to study?  
Did you know there are lessons on our web page? Here’s how to access them:  CLick on the drop down menu

blue box upper left of website.  Lessons are 99er Intermediate and Advanced
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